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What chemicals are used at the Olympia School District to combat Coronavirus? 

All chemicals for use at the Olympia School District are listed on The American Chemistry 

Council's (ACC) Center for Biocide Chemistries (CBC) list of products that have been approved 

by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for use against emerging enveloped viral 

pathogens. These can be used during the current novel coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. This 

CBC product list is not exhaustive but can be used for identifying products suitable for use 

during the COVID-19 situation. The chemicals used for disinfection at the Olympia School 

District are as listed below: 

Alpha HP -  Diversey’s Multi-Surface Disinfectant Cleaner (registered under the name Phato 

1:64 Disinfectant Cleaner) (EPA Registration No. 70627-62), which is a dilutable (1:64) liquid 

concentrate with efficacy against a wide array of bacteria and viruses (including Human 

Coronavirus) with a 5-minute contact (dwell) time. 

Alpha HP is the Olympia School District first choice for disinfection as it is a hydrogen peroxide 

based cleaner that is effective and is the least prone to cause or exacerbate allergies.

Virex - This product is a one-step germicidal disinfectant cleaner and deodorant designed for 

general cleaning, disinfecting, deodorizing, with efficacy against a wide array of bacteria and 

viruses (including Human Coronavirus) and killing mold and mildew on hard, non-porous 

environmental surfaces.

Hepastat 256 – Coastwide Professional Hepastat 256 is a concentrated, one step, hospital use 

disinfectant cleaner that is effective against a broad spectrum of bacteria, is virucidal, 

fungicidal, and inhibits growth of mold and mildew and their odors. 

The chemicals, Virex and Hepastat, are the district’s second choices for cleaners; they are 

equally effective. Due to the nature of the pandemic causing difficulty with the procurement of 

necessary disinfectant chemicals, multiple options are necessary. 

In addition, the Olympia School District has 2 Clorox 360 Machines. CloroxPro and Clorox 

Healthcare products are EPA-registered to kill viruses and bacteria that cause cold and flu, 

including the Human Coronavirus. One Clorox 360 machine is stationed on the east side at 

Capital High School and one is stationed on the west side of Olympia at Olympia High School 

ready to go for any potential positive coronavirus outbreak (positive test) at a school or site. 

Our team of custodians are available to move and implement this equipment at any time.



I hear the District’s Custodial Department is understaffed due to budgetary constraints. How 

will the custodians be able to perform their jobs with all the additional requirements for 

disinfecting? 

 In the past counters, desks, vacuuming etc. were not completed on a daily basis and were on a 

periodic schedule that included deep cleaning in Summer, November break, December break 

and Spring break. The Department of Health determines the mandatory minimum cleaning 

levels that are required for the school district. We have met those requirements in the past 

with our Custodial Cleaning Plans with the focus on disinfection for restrooms, trashing, 

kitchens, cafeterias. That meant sweeping, vacuuming, moping, dusting and wiping down all 

counter surfaces outside of the previously mentioned spaces are completed on a rotational 

cleaning basis, on deep cleaning breaks or when there were cleaning opportunities like long 

weekends when students and staff were out of the classrooms.

When the pandemic started the custodial group prepared first by increasing our chemical 

availability for disinfection and provided bottles of Alpha HP or Virex (EPA listed disinfectant for 

COVID) for every teacher and staff member and additional towels. Teachers and staff could 

clean within their own classrooms or work spaces without waiting for a custodian. All of these 

supplies provided by the district will continue to be provided by the district through the 

remainder of the pandemic and beyond.  

With the Pandemics ever changing severity, it is now a more urgent practice to clean high touch 

points. We have many touch points and limited staff. It is difficult to "wipe down" each touch 

point multiple times per day. It is difficult even to do this once per day. So when there are no 

students in a classroom and there is not enough time to wipe down the surfaces, we spray the 

surfaces with the disinfectant and leave it on for a "dwell time" (recommended by the chemical 

manufacturer for effectiveness). The dwell time is the time the chemical needs to sit on a 

surface and dry in place to sufficiently kill the germs, bacteria and viruses that may be lingering 

on the surface. So there may be times when the surface of a desk has not been "wiped down" 

by a custodian (but will be wiped down throughout the day by teachers or students) and may 

even still have marks on it that seem like it has not been disinfected. It will, however, have been 

sprayed and the dwell time completed so that it is safe and does not have live germs, live 

bacteria or live viruses on it. 

While it will continue to be the custodial goal to wipe down and disinfect all surfaces daily. Our 

staffing may not permit this; therefore, we will continue working with the chemical 

sprayed/fogged on and using its dwell time to mitigate the germs, bacteria and viruses. Now to 

make this even more effective in the new year, the school district has purchased multiple 

Protexus Electrostatic Disinfectant Sprayer (See attached brochure for additional information). 

When those arrive every school and district site will get these. This will be prior to the start of 

the new school year. This technology will help the custodians spray the disinfectant evenly 

throughout the classrooms and the school. It will also decrease the amount of time it takes to 

disinfect the areas, including touchpoints. This fogger sprays the whole area which includes the 



carpets, walls, windows, touch points, desks, books (with no damage). This allows time for the 

custodians to continue disinfecting restrooms, kitchens, cafeterias and trashing per the health 

department. Custodians will continue wiping and spraying and vacuuming, mopping, dusting 

etc. on the rotational basis as scheduled in the school custodial work plan. 

So once the students and staff are out of the building, they will be disinfectant fogging each day 

every afternoon/evening. We will need to continue to stay diligent in using the provided spray 

bottles to each classroom for the teachers, students and staff to clean up desks, doorknobs and 

other touch points throughout the day or through classroom changes as needed. But the 

custodians will also be there to do in-depth cleaning after school is out.

In addition, when the students come back to school they will be on a modified physical 

attendance which will allow for an additional day when custodial staff can focus on deep 

cleaning the school. 

Going into the new school year the custodial staff will include schools assigned individual 

custodial staff, and the Support Services Center (SSC) will have a group of five custodians that 

make up a Cleaning Team. That team of custodians will be on a rotation to each of the schools 

weekly or biweekly depending on need. Schools that have additional square footage such as 

schools with mini buildings and remodels like Olympia High School and Capital High School will 

have the team regularly assigned to them. This will help with the need for additional deep 

cleaning and will help ensure there will be sufficient staff to facilitate cleaning. The staff 

assigned to the schools will focus on the disinfection portions of the daily cleaning, and the 

team will come in and get the additional tasks that may be on a different rotation such as 

cleaning vents or dusting high surfaces, etc. The head custodian will help direct the team to 

ensure the most effective cleaning process is happening.

SSC is prepared with additional disinfectant, personal protective equipment and support as 

needed to provide a safe and healthful work environment for the district sites and schools. 

Just a quick note that some of the best things we can do are to continue being diligent, washing 

our hands frequently, not touching our face, wearing our face masks and maintaining social 

distancing. 


